
SHE BLINDED ME WITH SCIENCE  * 
 

 
 It is difficult to maneuver through the claims of what science is saying, how 

to follow it, or even what constitutes science.  But the core of science is to question 

and compare arguments, for or against an issue.  And then continue to question as 

new evidence enters the discussion. 

 So, what is science and what does it do? 

 Richard Feynman is considered by many to be the second  brightest mind of 

the last century after Albert Einstein.  In the book Genius, Feynman explains 

“science is a way to teach how something gets to be known, what is known, to what 

extent things are known (for nothing is known absolutely), how to handle doubt 

and uncertainty, what the rules of evidence are, how to think about things so that 

judgements can be made, how to distinguish truth from fraud, and show”. 

 So, whether making decisions on taking the COVID vaccine, or building a 

levee, authorizing a longer red snapper season, deciding to evacuate for a storm, 

or deciding the cause of a disaster like the Challenger explosion, scientific 

procedures are the legs on which the platform of those decisions stand.  And all 

those legs are somewhat wobbly to some degree.   But science done properly leads 

to the best truth. 
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 Money, prestige, politics, and bias can alter an honest argument in critical 

scientific investigation.  Feynman, as a member of the official committee 

investigating the Challenger disaster, quickly found the key to the explosion of the 

rocket.  It was clear that the O-rings used to seal the propellant malfunctioned 

because the launch was made in much colder weather for which the O-rings were 

designed.  The manufacturer of the O-rings had made it very clear in their reports 

that a cold weather launch would be a problem.   

 A simple demonstration of placing an O-ring in an ice filled glass of water in 

front of the committee and the press led to a quick and accurate end to the 

investigation.  Instead of excitement in finding the answer so quickly, this was a 

great disappointment to a large number of companies, agencies, and researchers 

who had hoped to receive Federal research funds for months.   

 William Gray was a scientist who worked in a different sphere.  In fact, it was 

the sphere of world weather and tropical storms.  Dr. Gray, the leader in this work, 

was funded by government grants.  He became well known with his yearly 

hurricane forecast. 

 He fell out of favor with the government which led to losing his government  

grants.  He blamed his situation on the fact that his lifetime work in global climate 

led him to believe that there was not enough evidence to believe that manmade 
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global warming was the controlling factor in worldwide temperature.  He believed 

that if you give grants only to people who are looking for manmade global warming, 

then they will find the evidence to support that belief. 

 There are scientists who support the research that says manmade global 

warming is a threat and can be reduced by human action to avoid catastrophic 

damage to mankind. 

 This issue is so politicized from both sides that the best truth is difficult to 

find.  Have we found the best truth, or are there more layers of evidence needed 

to provide enough certainty to support definitive action? 

 Sometimes science is not so conclusive.  Scientists need to rely on models 

and statistics, and project what is going to happen based on previous results.  As in 

some cases of research, sometimes the answer is surrounded by “follow the 

money”, which leads to inaccurate conclusions, which is what Dr. Gray believed. 

 

•  “She Blinded Me With Science” is from a 1980’s MTV music video 
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